
Statement 

 

My interest in the COTCA Studentship ‘Spaces of Occupation in 20th century Asia’ stems 

from my recent MA thesis ‘Assembling Dai Pai Dong: Living and Occupying the Street in 

Hong Kong, 1950s to the present’. I am a suitable candidate for this studentship because my 

proposal offers a different perspective of the subject area through my interdisciplinary 

practice as a design historian. 

 

This programme offers links to a wide range of practitioners working on a variety of regions 

and periods. In terms of specialists in East Asian history and culture, the collaborative student 

journals and research seminars between departments also appeal to me. 

 

My previous work draws on spatial and material explorations of history, particularly when 

traditional methods offer an imbalanced perspective. Having studied at the V&A Museum 

and the Royal College of Art, I have both academic and tactile experience of studying 

history, which involved independent international travel for my research. This research was 

funded by the Arthur Gardner Award and the Clive Wainwright Award from the V&A, and 

my final MA dissertation received a Distinction. 

 

I have interest in pursuing museums and academia, arenas which often require extensive 

research experience. I aspire to specialise in modern East Asian history, with a focus on Hong 

Kong. With my background as a designer and design historian, I aim to give a broader 

perspective of history in this region, not only archived and documented histories, but also 

those found in objects and the built environment. The programme offers a diverse view of 

modern East Asian history through the COTCA project in a prestigious institution, giving me 

the opportunity to expand my historical knowledge and experience. 

 

The COTCA studentship is a rare opportunity to develop my research interests into a doctoral 

thesis, further expanding my knowledge of modern East Asian history. My motivation to 

pursue this research specialism has continued beyond my MA, through my role as a lecturer, 

as an Ambassador for the Design History Society, and through the research papers I will 

present in upcoming conferences. This course will enable me to hone my skills as a historian, 

and diversify my network to include specialists outside of design history. 

 

The University of Nottingham is a highly respected institution and benefits from fantastic 

connections worldwide. As a Nottinghamian myself, I am keen to take part in the numerous 

activities taking place in Nottingham and at the University, adding to the distinction of my 

home town. 

 


