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Blackbaud Scholarship - MA Philanthropic Studies -  Application  

 

To whom it may concern,  

I am writing in support of my application for the Blackbaud Scholarship for the MA Philanthropic Studies in September 
2020.  
 
I thought I would be very honest and up front to state that at time of writing this letter, I have not fulfilled all of the stated 
criterias, however, I am very actively working and striving towards fulfilling them, hence I sincerely hope the panel 
consider my application. I have outlined below in 5 sections in this letter to demonstrate how I meet or am proactively 
meeting the criterion as per the guidelines.  
 

1) Have an unconditional offer to begin the MA Philanthropic Studies (not PG Diploma or PG Certificate) in 
September 2020 

I made an application via the Kent Vision portal, hoping to be considered for a place on this course starting in September 
2020 on Tuesday 2 June 2020. I am confident in my application I have demonstrate how I fulfill the entry requirements as 
well as my passion for philanthropy, therefore, I hope I will be receiving an unconditional offer very soon 
 
2) Possess a 2:1 first degree  
 
I graduated from  University in BA Hons Music Business with second upper class honours in 2018, my 
certificate has been uploaded onto the Kent Vision Portal.  
 

3) Work for a small charity, defined as having an annual turnover of less than £1 million 

I operate as a self-employed sole trader, providing my services and collaborating with small charities who have an annual 
turnover of less than £1 million. I am also currently supported by the Theatre Investment Fund Limited (Charity no. 
271349). Details are outlined below:  

3a) Serving as a voluntary advisory board member for Boundless Theatre (Charity no. 1089185)  
3b) Providing producing and fundraising services to Contingency Theatre,  Theatre is an unincorporated / 
un-registered collaborative of individuals, however, this group is funded and supported by New Diorama Theatre 
(Charity no. 278795) 
3c) Producer for Nuu Theatre CIC (Registered non-for-profit community interest company, no 12433899) 
3d) Young Producer for  (Charity no. 1 3)  
 
Prior to going freelance, I worked for The Coronet Theatre (Charity no. 1141921), between October 2018 and January 
2020 and for Theatre503 (Charity no. 1115555) between February 2019 and July 2019.  



4) Proactively indicate that they wish to be considered for either or both of the full or partial Blackbaud 
Scholarship 

As mentioned in my personal financial situation in section (5), I really wish to be considered for the full Blackbaud 
Scholarship. However, I am proactively working towards creating new and innovative ways to support myself during this 
period of time, if a full scholarship is unable to be offered, I still wish to be considered for the partial scholarship and I 
hope to be able to remain in open conversation with the University of Kent in regards to my evolving circumstances.  

5) Be in need of financial support in order to join the degree programme 

On 16 March 2020, the UK Prime Minister advised the public to avoid theatres and almost all performing arts venues and 
projects all across the UK were closed and cancelled overnight. For me, all my freelance contracts for the remainder of 
2020 were cancelled and my fees unable to be honoured. This means my income and livelihood has gone overnight. 
Whilst earlier in this letter I state that I currently collaborate with small charitable organisations, all of my partner 
organisations have been suffering this same pandemic and none of this work is generating any income for me, I remain 
attached to the companies in the hope that we would be able re-create and reschedule projects in the future.  

As I have only been self-employed for less than one year, I was in-eligible for any of the government’s support and I was 
not on any of the company's PAYE system to be furloughed. I am relying on support from the Arts Council England and 
the Theatre Investment Fund Limited so I can continue to survive and pay for basic essentials as I re-shape my future and 
explore new income streams for myself, however, I do not think I will be able to afford the fees for the degree programme 
without additional support. I am very happy to provide evidence of loss income and any documents that demonstrate my 
current financial position. I would be very grateful if the panel could consider awarding this Blackbaud Scholarship for me.  

Thank you very much for your time and consideration, please do let me know if I can provide any further information and I 
also am keeping your team updated on my circumstances. I sincerely hope you could consider making this meaningful 
difference for me.  

Yours Sincerely,  


