
 

Introduction

Developing Your Creative Practice

Developing Your Creative Practice offers awards from £2,000 to £10,000 to
support development opportunities for individual artists and creative
practitioners based in England.

The application form asks you a series of questions about different parts
of your project including quality, management and finance. This gives us
information about you, the development work you want to do and your
budget. We will use the information you give us in your application form to
decide whether we will offer you a grant.

The next two screens are autofilled with information you have already
provided. If you need to make any amendments to this information, you
will need to go back to the Applicants section and edit your applicant
profile.

Throughout the application portal, any items marked * must be completed.
All our text boxes have a character limit. Please stick to this character limit
as any additional text won’t be saved.

Please read the Guidance for applicants before making your application.
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Activity Dates

 Please enter the start and end dates for your activity.

You must allow enough time to plan your activity and for us to process
your application.

We can not fund any goods or services that you have bought, ordered or
contracted before we can make a decision on your application.

Activity start date: 02/12/2019

Activity end date: 01/06/2020

How did you hear about Developing Your Creative Practice?

How did you hear about Developing Your
Creative Practice?

From another creative practitioner
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Activity focus

What do you want to focus on? If your application is successful we will
ask you to reflect back on this at the end of your project as part of your
final activity report.

Tick as many as you feel are relevant to your
project:

international travel to explore other practice or
work with mentors, research and development
time to explore practice and take risks,
professional development activities, building new
networks for future development/presentation of
work
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Your work

Your work

Tell us about yourself and your creative practice
You can use up to 1800 characters to answer this

I am a theatre maker and director from Bolton. I make solo performance and
collaborative theatre shows with Powder Keg.

The work I create explores what it means to survive in constantly shifting
political landscape and how this constant flux can impact physical and mental
health. I believe in providing the tools to audiences to take action and change
the world. My long term ambition is to create participatory theatre with non
performers, those who don’t attend the theatre, that activates their voices and
present their concerns, issues and passions on stage.

As a solo maker, I have toured nationally and internationally. My first tour took
me to Progkunstfestivalen in Norway, Mayfest Bristol and All Change festival,
Lyric Hammersmith. After this I then became the first Supported Artist at the
Royal Exchange. I then toured my second show,  the arts council funded Get
Yourself Together, to various venues across the UK, including one night at
Paines Ploughs roundabout, selling out two nights at the Royal Exchange and
the Bolton Octagon, my home theatre. My third show, Steve has received
funding from the Arts Council, been commissioned by Camden Peoples Theatre
and a grant from the Unity Theatre Trust.  I have also created work alongside
Blast Theory ( I’d Hid You 2012 ), Belarus Free Theatre ( Red Forrest 2014 )
and Dan Bye ( Wonder Struck 2016 )

Alongside Powder Keg, I presented Morale is High  as part of the Northern
Stage  Summerhall programme in 2017. Following that run, the show toured
across the UK. In 2017, Powder Keg were recipients of the Hodgkiss Award and
presented our show BEARS at the Royal Exchange. Powder Keg recently
presented This is Where it Happens, a walking tour commissioned by Didsbury
Arts Festival.

The next step I want to take as a theatre maker is to start developing work that
has public engagement at the heart of it’s develop and to present, high quality
performance that uses the voices of communities and presents them on stage.
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Your development

Your development

Tell us about the developmental opportunity you want to undertake, what
you hope to get out of it, and how you will go about it.
You can use up to 1500 characters to answer this

1) Chose 3 participatory based productions to go and see. I will attend
performances of small, studio based, mid scale and large scale participatory
performances. One of the best ways to develop your practice is to go see work.
One of these shows will be at the Ghent National Theatre to see the work of
Milo Rau, who creates ambitious, thrilling participatory based work on a large
scale.

2) I will spend an initial week travelling the UK interviewing artists who have
created participatory work on various scales. These include John Fox and Sue
Gill, Cardboard Citizens and the National Theatres . These sessions will give
me the opportunity to create new connections and spend time learning from
these makers.

3 )  3 weeks observing R&D, rehearsals and production weeks with 3 theatre
companies who create participatory theatre on different scales. I will spend a
week each with Slung Low, Common Wealth and Metis Arts as they develop
shows.  These companies will offer advice and support in how to create
ambitious participatory led work. These mentoring weeks will be with three new
connections, building my professional network

4 ) I will then spend a week of exploring techniques and new skills I have learnt
during the interviewing and shadowing period, implementing them in the
rehearsal room and in engagement sessions which will be hosted at the Bolton
Octagon. These sessions will be with the Octagons already established groups
and will give me the opportunity to develop new ideas for theatrical
performances.

From this I will gain extensive experience from viewing, observing and
shadowing the creation of participatory led theatrical performances.

Why is this important for your practice at this point, and how will this help
create future opportunities?
You can use up to 1500 characters to answer this
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This is an opportunity to take a step towards work I’ve always wanted to make.
I want to make theatre performances with communities from Bolton, my home
town, and after spending years developing my practice as a solo creator and
collaborating with various theatre companies, I think I’ve gained enough
experience to take the leap into creating ambitious participatory work.

Whilst working in the theatre sector, I’ve come to realise that a lot of
development opportunities that present themselves require a large financial hit
for me to take.  I’ve reached a point in my career where if I want to start creating
the work I’ve aspired to create, then I need to take these developmental
opportunities.

This develop your creative practice grant, I’ll be able to take these
developmental opportunities without having to forgo paid part time work. I’ll be
able to finically support myself whilst developing my practice.
Working in placements will allow me to see how theatre companies and
organisations create participatory led work, from the early planning stages to
the final production week. This experience will be vital in developing my
understandings of the needs of community groups working with theatre
companies and how trust is built between the two parties.

It is also very important that a venue is helping support this development. After
this process I will get the opportunity to pitch new ideas to them with the
potential of the Octagon collaborating with me to create the work I aspire to
create.

This opportunity will allow me to work in new venues, develop my skills, expand
my network & broaden my career opportunities.
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Your work - attachments

We’d like to see an example of your work to give us a sense of your
practice.
 This could be a video, a sound clip, some images, or anything you think
demonstrates your work. You can either provide a web link or attach a
document.

We also need one supporting document, written by someone other than
you that supports the quality of your practice. This can be a review,
external views of your work or a letter of support from an organisation or
partner you have worked with.

See our Guidance for applicants for more detail on what we expect to see
here.

You can use the links below to upload your documents, or link. We need:

- one document to demonstrate your work (either as a web link or an
attachment) and;

- one supporting document (an attachment)

Your document can be up to 10MB, and we accept PDF, MS Word, MS
Excel, MS PowerPoint and JPEG files.

Web link:
Document Type Required? Document description Attachment type Date attached

Click to add
attachment...

No My Work Your work 29/07/2019

Click to add
attachment...

No Supporting Document Supporting document 04/08/2019

Applicant: Josh Coates 59749390
Project: Josh Coates - With People/For People DYCP-00186262

Application submission Page 7 29/10/2020



 

 

 

Attachment Details

Document description: My Work

Attachment type: Your work

Attachment Details

Document description: Supporting Document

Attachment type: Supporting document
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Finance

The Finance section will ask you to complete a budget for your activity.
Please read the expenditure section of the guidance carefully before you
begin.

Key things to remember about budgets:

    - We need to be able to see how you have worked your figures out, so
please break them down clearly.

    - Your budget should be for the total cost of the activity you are
applying to do.
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Amount requested

Please tell us the total amount you are
requesting from us, including any personal

access costs (£):

£6,510

How much of this request is for your personal
access costs (£):

£0

*If there are extra costs relating to your own access needs, or those of the people you are
working with, to help you deliver your project and manage your grant online, include them in this
figure. For example, payment for a sign language interpreter to help you manage your project.
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Expenditure

Please enter all the expenditure for your project on this page.

The table at the top of the page is a snapshot of the information you are
entering, and will calculate your total expenditure for you as you work.
This table is not editable.

The details about each item of expenditure that you add will be shown in
the list at the bottom of the page. You should make sure that you show
how your figures have been calculated in the 'Description' field. For
example, you should show the number of days and the daily rate for any
fees shown.

To add an expenditure line
To add each expenditure line, click the 'Add new item' icon on the left of the screen. To add
more than one line of expenditure, use the 'Save and Add another' button.

Spending (expenditure) summary
Expenditure heading % Project value Amount (£)

Artistic and creative costs 56.04% £3,648

Overheads 33.64% £2,190

Assets - materials, equipment and instruments 0.00% £0

Other 10.32% £672

Personal access costs 0.00% £0

Expenditure total (cash) £6,510

Total income (for information): £6,510
Expenditure Description Amount

Artistic and creative costs Interview Week ( 1 week at ITC Minimum ) £483

Artistic and creative costs Mentoring Week ( 3 at ITC minimum ) £1,932

Artistic and creative costs Development week at Bolton Octagon ( 1 week at
ITC )

£483

Artistic and creative costs Honorarium for shadowing companies ( 3 x 250 ) £750

Overheads Travel in UK £200

Overheads Accomadation in UK ( Est £60 a night for 6 nights x
3 weeks )

£1,080

Overheads Per diems  ( 25.20 x 6 days x 3 weeks ) £454
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Other Tickets to see shows in UK ( Estimate ) £50

Other Tickets to see show in Ghent ( estimate ) £30

Overheads EU Travel £200

Overheads Accommodation in Ghent ( 60 a night for 3 nights ) £180

Overheads Per diems in Ghent  ( 25.20 x 3 days ) £76

Other Contingency at 10% £592
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Expenditure details

Expenditure heading: Artistic and creative costs

Description: Interview Week ( 1 week at ITC Minimum )

Amount (£): £483

Expenditure details

Expenditure heading: Artistic and creative costs

Description: Mentoring Week ( 3 at ITC minimum )

Amount (£): £1,932

Expenditure details

Expenditure heading: Artistic and creative costs

Description: Development week at Bolton Octagon ( 1 week
at ITC )

Amount (£): £483

Expenditure details

Expenditure heading: Artistic and creative costs

Description: Honorarium for shadowing companies ( 3 x 250 )

Amount (£): £750

Expenditure details

Expenditure heading: Overheads
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Description: Travel in UK

Amount (£): £200

Expenditure details

Expenditure heading: Overheads

Description: Accomadation in UK ( Est £60 a night for 6 nights
x 3 weeks )

Amount (£): £1,080

Expenditure details

Expenditure heading: Overheads

Description: Per diems  ( 25.20 x 6 days x 3 weeks )

Amount (£): £454

Expenditure details

Expenditure heading: Other

Description: Tickets to see shows in UK ( Estimate )

Amount (£): £50

Expenditure details

Expenditure heading: Other

Description: Tickets to see show in Ghent ( estimate )

Amount (£): £30
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Expenditure details

Expenditure heading: Overheads

Description: EU Travel

Amount (£): £200

Expenditure details

Expenditure heading: Overheads

Description: Accommodation in Ghent ( 60 a night for 3 nights
)

Amount (£): £180

Expenditure details

Expenditure heading: Overheads

Description: Per diems in Ghent  ( 25.20 x 3 days )

Amount (£): £76

Expenditure details

Expenditure heading: Other

Description: Contingency at 10%

Amount (£): £592
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Project plan

Use the tool below to outline how you will plan your development period,
including key milestones.

To create the table click the ‘Add new item’ icon on the left of the screen to
add an activity or key milestone. To add more, use the ‘Save and add
another’ button.

Start date End date Activity or task details

09/12/2019 13/12/2019 Confirm dates with companies I am shadowing

16/12/2019 20/12/2019 Contact potential interviewees

06/01/2020 10/01/2020 Finalize interview days

13/01/2020 17/01/2020 Organise theatre trips to see small and mid scale participatory work

13/01/2020 17/01/2020 Organise and finalize trip to Ghent

17/02/2020 21/02/2020 Interview week

12/03/2020 14/03/2020 Trip to Gent to see Lam Gods by Milo Rau

23/03/2020 27/03/2020 Week 1 of mentoring

06/04/2020 10/04/2020 Week 2  of mentoring

27/04/2020 01/05/2020 Week 3 of mentoring

04/05/2020 08/05/2020 Week at Bolton Octagon

02/03/2020 07/03/2020 2 theatre trips in the UK to see small and mid scale participatory work

11/05/2020 15/05/2020 Evaluate project
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Project plan details

Start date: 09/12/2019

End date: 13/12/2019

Activity or task details: Confirm dates with companies I am shadowing

Project plan details

Start date: 16/12/2019

End date: 20/12/2019

Activity or task details: Contact potential interviewees

Project plan details

Start date: 06/01/2020

End date: 10/01/2020

Activity or task details: Finalize interview days

Project plan details

Start date: 13/01/2020

End date: 17/01/2020

Activity or task details: Organise theatre trips to see small and mid scale
participatory work

Project plan details

Start date: 13/01/2020
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End date: 17/01/2020

Activity or task details: Organise and finalize trip to Ghent

Project plan details

Start date: 17/02/2020

End date: 21/02/2020

Activity or task details: Interview week

Project plan details

Start date: 12/03/2020

End date: 14/03/2020

Activity or task details: Trip to Gent to see Lam Gods by Milo Rau

Project plan details

Start date: 23/03/2020

End date: 27/03/2020

Activity or task details: Week 1 of mentoring

Project plan details

Start date: 06/04/2020

End date: 10/04/2020

Activity or task details: Week 2  of mentoring

Project plan details
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Start date: 27/04/2020

End date: 01/05/2020

Activity or task details: Week 3 of mentoring

Project plan details

Start date: 04/05/2020

End date: 08/05/2020

Activity or task details: Week at Bolton Octagon

Project plan details

Start date: 02/03/2020

End date: 07/03/2020

Activity or task details: 2 theatre trips in the UK to see small and mid
scale participatory work

Project plan details

Start date: 11/05/2020

End date: 15/05/2020

Activity or task details: Evaluate project
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Helping us to evaluate the programme

This information will not be used in deciding whether to offer you a grant.
No-one involved in processing or making a decision on your application
will see your answers to the following questions.

We want to be able to understand the impact of Developing your Creative
Practice as a programme. We hope this programme will support
individuals to make a step-change in their practice, and when we evaluate
the programme in the future we will use this data in an anonymised way –
alongside other data – to help us understand some of the ways our grants
may have had an effect.

What would you estimate your total income to
be in the past 12 months (before tax or any

deductions)?

£15,000 to £19,999

What percentage of your income in the past
12 months would you estimate came from

your practice? (eg commissions, paid work,
grants)

between 50% and 74%
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Monitoring information

To update any of this information please return to your applicant profile.

We may use this information to report to the Government or to monitor the different backgrounds
of people who receive grants. We will not use this information to assess your application. If you
do not know some of the information or you would prefer not to provide it, you can fill in the 'Not
known/Prefer not to answer' box.

Ethnicity:
White: Select:

British
X

Irish

Gypsy or Irish traveller

Any other white background

Mixed:

White and Black Caribbean

White and Black African

White and Asian

Any other Mixed/Multiple ethnic background

Asian/Asian British:

Indian

Pakistani

Bangladeshi

Chinese
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Any other Asian background

Black/Black British:

African

Caribbean

Any other Black background

Other:

Arab

Any other ethnic background

Prefer not to say

Not known

Age:
Age Select:

0-19

20-34
X

35-49

50-64

65 and over

Prefer not to say

Not known

* Disability status:

Do you identify as a deaf or disabled person, or have a long term health
condition?
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Select:

Yes

No
X

Prefer not to say

Not known

Gender identity:
Gender Select:

Female

Male
X

Non-binary

Prefer not to say

Not known

Gender assumed to be at birth:

Is your gender identity different to that which it was assumed to be at
birth?

Select:

Yes

No
X

Prefer not to say

Not known

* Please tick the description which best describes your sexual orientation:

Sexual Orientation Select:

Bisexual
X
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Gay man

Gay Woman/Lesbian

Heterosexual/Straight

Prefer not to say

Not known
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Declaration

Data Protection and Freedom of Information

We are committed to being as open as possible. This includes being clear about how we assess
and make decisions on applications to this programme and how we will use your application
form and other documents you give us. We are happy to provide you with copies of the
information we hold about you, including our assessment of your application.

 We handle any personal data we receive in accordance with the EU General Data Protection
Regulation (2016/679), the UK Data Protection Act 2018 and other applicable laws that regulate
the use and privacy of personal data (Data Protection Law). For more information about the
personal data that we collect, what we use it for, and your data protection rights, please refer to
our Privacy Notice.

As a public organisation we also have to follow the Freedom of Information Act 2000.
You must read the Freedom of Information (FOI) guidance on our website
(https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/freedom-information#section-6) before you sign your application.

By signing this application form, you acknowledge the following:

1. That we will use this application form and the information you give to us, including any
personal data as referred to in our Privacy Notice, for the following purposes:
 a) To decide whether to give you a grant.
 b) To provide copies to other individuals or organisations who are helping us assess and
monitor grants, including local authorities, other lottery distributors and organisations that award
grants. After we reach a decision, we may also tell them the outcome of your application and, if
appropriate, why we did not offer you a grant.
 c) To hold in our database and use for statistical purposes.
 d) If we offer you a grant, we will publish information about you relating to the activity we have
funded, including the amount of the grant and the activity it was for. This information may appear
in our press releases, in our print and online publications, and in the publications or websites of
the Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) and any partner organisations who
have funded the activity with us.
 e) If we offer you a grant, you will support our work to campaign for arts and culture, contributing
(when asked) to important publicity activities during the period we provide funding for. You will
also give us, when asked, case studies, images and audio-visual materials that we can use to
celebrate artistic and cultural excellence.
 f) As an organisation that gives out public funds, we may carry out checks on the personal and
financial information you provide us. If you provide false, fraudulent or inaccurate information in
your application or at any point in the lifetime of any funding agreement we enter into with you,
we may share the information about you with other National Lottery distribution bodies and
relevant external bodies to prevent fraud and money laundering. If we identify or suspect
fraudulent activity we will report this to the police and take appropriate action.

I confirm that, as far as I know, the
information in this application is true and

correct.

X
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I confirm that I am 18 years old or over (or will
be at the time of accepting any grant offer

made).

X

Name: Josh Coates

2. You have read and understood our Freedom of Information (FOI) guidance
(https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/freedom-information#section-6) and acknowledge that if
information about this application is requested under the FOI Act, we will process that request in
line with our obligations under the FOI Act.

3. Tick this box to confirm you meet our bank
account requirements as set out in our Bank

Details guidance.

X

4. Tick the relevant box if any person involved
in the project or writing the application:

5. I am happy to be contacted by Arts Council
England, or by a third-party organisation on

behalf of Arts Council England, for feedback
to help evaluate the programme.

X
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Submission summary

The submission summary displays a list of all the steps you’ve worked
through. If you have completed a step successfully, there will be a green

tick beside it. If a step is incomplete or has not been completed
successfully, this will be indicated by a red tick. A hyperlinked statement

will tell you what part of each step needs attention. Click on this
hyperlinked statement to take you to the step and make your amendments.

By clicking submit, you are submitting your completed application form
for our consideration.

Page Last Updated

Introduction No Input Required

Activity Dates Please Complete

Activity focus 18/07/2019

Your work 29/07/2019

Your development 29/07/2019

Your work - attachments 04/08/2019

Amount requested 29/07/2019

Expenditure 29/07/2019

Project plan 29/07/2019

Helping us to evaluate the programme 18/07/2019
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Monitoring information 18/07/2019

Declaration 29/07/2019

Notes:

Activity start date cannot be in the past and/or the Activity end date cannot be earlier than Activity
start date.Click here to return to the corresponding form.
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2nd	August	2019	
	

Matthew	Xia	
ATC	Theatre		

12	Carlton	House	Terrace	
London	

SW1Y	5AH	
	
To	Whom	It	May	Concern,	
	

Josh	was	the	very	first	supported	artist	at	the	Royal	Exchange	when	the	
scheme	was	launched	during	my	time	as	Associate	Artistic	Director	between	2014	-	
2017.	When	I	met	Josh,	I	was	struck	by	how	committed	and	passionate	he	was	to	the	
continued	development	of	his	theatre	practice.	His	enthusiasm	spoke	to	me	
immediately	and	I	knew	Josh	was	going	to	be	a	brilliant	theatre	maker	of	high	
caliber,	relevant	and	meaningful	work.	
	
Seeing	and	supporting	his	work	I	am	always	impressed	with	how	his	theatre	
constantly	shifts	in	style,	form	and	tone	and	yet	still	retains	Josh’s	unique	theatrical	
voice.	His	directorial	and	dramaturgical	work	on	the	Hodgkiss	award	winning	show	
–	BEARS	-	was	intricate	and	delicate	whilst	dealing	with	a	hefty	subject.	Whilst	his	
work	on	the	very	personal	Get	Yourself	Together	was	a	polemic	piece	of	agit-prop,	
rallying	the	audience	to	understand	their	worth	and	look	after	their	mental	health	
against	austere	conditions.		These	two	shows,	whilst	radically	different,	are	
unequivocally	Josh’s	work.	His	delicate	fingerprints	are	all	over	them.		
	
I	was	delighted	to	hear	that	Josh	was	planning	to	spend	some	time	developing	his	
practice	and	to	focus	on	creating	work	with	non	performers	and	various	
communities.	I’ve	always	wondered	what	Josh’s	work	would	look	and	feel	like	if	he	
began	to	collaborate	with	those	whose	voices	are	often	underrepresented	and	
unheard	on	stage.	I	think	the	mentors	he	has	chosen	are	perfect	to	help	his	
development.	
	
Josh	would	be	a	great	candidate	for	this	Arts	Council	Fund,	his	drive	to	constantly	
improve	his	practice	and	learn	from	other	makers	shows	a	commitment	to	creating	
great	live	art	with	and	for	all.		
	
Knowing	Josh,	if	he	was	to	receive	this	grant,	it	would	be	repaid	in	the	future	–	in	a	
myriad	of	ways;	offering	support	and	development	opportunities	and	becoming	an	
advocate	for	future	generations	of	theatre	makers.	
	
I	whole	heartedly	recommend	Josh	for	this	arts	council	grant.	
	

	
	
Matthew	Xia		
Artistic	Director		
ATC	Theatre		



Website 



https://joshuajcoates.wixsite.com/josh



Footage 



Bears full performance  - https://vimeo.com/222556239   

Password: staringpeople





Get Yourself Together trailer - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PnyG5l9vGmQ





Reviews 



“It feels light while touching on weighty subject matter and somehow, somewhere along the way, it cheerfully battles apathy with optimism” – Catherine Love, Exeunt on Particles



‘…a courageous and deliberately confessional work concerned with the politics of everyday life’ Exeunt Magazine,Andrew Latimer on Get Yourself Together



'Coates is at the very beginning of his career as an artist and on the evidence of this show clearly has the potential to develop into a performer and storyteller of the calibre of Chris Goode or Daniel Kitson.' Reviews Hub on Get Yourself Together



"Josh’s show was about creating a safe space to connect with those around you in order to destigmatise a rhetoric surrounding an important political topic" Walking With headphones, Eve Allin on Get Yourself Together





★★★★ “If Morale is High is disjointed, at times vague, chaotic, and short of conclusions, that’s all rather appropriate given what the show is about… [A] constantly engaging whirlwind of a show…” – The Reviews Hub on Morale is High



★★★★ "a rage against the futility of raging against the machine." - Broadway World on Morale Is High



★★★★ "At its heart, Morale Is High (Since We Gave Up Hope) is a show about the possibility of effecting real change." - Fest Magazine on Morale is High



“A heartfelt piece that, in form as well as narrative, dramatises the contradictions of caring in a globally connected world.” – British Theatre Guide on Morale Is High



“Morale is High is in control of its own daftness, it is a show of daftness, through which it communicates its deep anxieties about what we are diverting ourselves from.” – James Varney on Morale is High



“This is theatre in an argument with itself; a scrappy dialogue between anger and apathy.” – Exeunt on Morale is High



'The show is buoyed by the two performers' restless energy and the righteousness of their message: they rock and rave and reveal their own insecurities beautifully.' - The List on Morale is High



"See this show for many reasons, but also see it for the music: the super catchy, spangled banner, rock heavy anthems that you want to scream along to. On the last night I want to have a dance party on the stage, holding our middle fingers and placards to the elite, and hugging tightly as we scream and laugh our way into the apocalypse, or maybe just into a pub in the year 2022." - Walking with Headphones, Eve Allin  on Morale is High



BEARS is a dream, a poem. I’ve thought a lot and talked a lot since seeing Powder Keg’s wordless arctic ballet and what strikes me perhaps the most is its silence, and the versatility of it.' - James Varney on Bears



'Whatever it is, it will probably take your brain into a very weird place where it’s not been before. That alone makes it a resounding success.' - The GM Reviewer on Bears



'Bears shows that Powder Keg cannot be taken for granted and is a company well worth keeping an eye on.' - Manchester Theatre Awards on Bears



'It’s a refreshing shift in approach – a break from the overwhelming barrage of facts that tends to accompany conversations about the climate.' - Exeunt, Catherine Love on Bears



With five theatre companies each exploring one of Charlie’s songs, Josh Coates began the evening by lip-syncing, dancing and glittering all over the stage (and, for a moment, in the audience on one knee, pointing the song’s hook at different members of the audience – including me). Coates, in his silver shining dress, brought the audience together immediately. Clarifying that there would be no more lip-syncing after that point, he shared his enthusiasm for the event and the companies performing very successfully. I think it’s important that a host informs the audience exactly how they should treat the space and performances in episodic performance evenings like Angels, and Josh Coates did exactly that. – Number 9 Reviews on Angels



Josh Coates’ direction keeps everything tight, nicely paced, and with the focus locked on the evolving dynamic between Katie and Jamie. The few moments when the production steps outside of the naturalistic dialogue, (for a joyful dance routine and a breathless assembling of a vision of the future using a bag of vegetables), are well handled and add genuine value to the story-telling rather than impeding the smooth flow. – Circles and Stalls on Zucchini



Josh Coates’s Steve had lots of promise (and a very engaging performance from Coates). Attempting to explore the nature of work via a robot’s inner thought processes, it is funny and heart-breaking in equal measure. Definitely one to watch out for as a more developed work. – Circles and Stalls on Steve



