
 

Introduction

Developing Your Creative Practice

Developing Your Creative Practice offers awards from £2,000 to £10,000 to
support development opportunities for individual cultural and creative
practitioners based in England.

The application form asks you a series of questions about different parts
of your project including quality, management and finance. This gives us
information about you, the development work you want to do and your
budget. We will use the information you give us in your application form to
decide whether we will offer you a grant.

The next two screens are autofilled with information you have already
provided. If you need to make any amendments to this information, you
will need to go back to the Applicants section and edit your applicant
profile.

Throughout the application portal, any items marked * must be completed.
All our text boxes have a character limit. Please stick to this character limit
as any additional text won’t be saved.

Please read the Guidance for applicants before making your application
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Activity focus

What do you want to focus on? If your application is successful we will
ask you to reflect back on this at the end of your project as part of your
final activity report.

Tick as many as you feel are relevant to your
project:

research and development time to explore
practice and take risks, professional development
activities, experiment with new collaborators,
building new networks for future
development/presentation of work
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Your work

Your work

 Tell us about yourself and your creative practice

Think about:

     - the main focus of your creative or cultural activities
     - your main creative achievements to date &ndash; for example, exhibitions, productions,
publications etc.
     - any important commissions you&rsquo;ve received
     - important pieces of work you&rsquo;ve completed
     - if you&rsquo;ve worked with any established creative or cultural partners
     - any other information relevant to your track record and
     - whether you have shown that you&rsquo;re at the right stage in your practice to make a
step change, and benefit from a development opportunity

 You can use up to 1800 characters to answer this

I have been a Creative Producer, Curator and Artist specialising in Digital Arts
since 2013. I have a Masters Degree from Demontfort University where I
studied Sound Art and Music Technology - specialising in designing systems
that allow performers or the public to control and perform with generative or
algorithmic compositions.

I am interested in the proliferation of DIY culture and its effect on new art. Free
and open source tools such as Arduino and WebGL are redefining the way that
communities interact with technology on a day to day basis. In such a rapidly
shifting landscape the opportunities for artists to create and be original are
arguably unprecedented.

As an artist I have created work for Leicester City Council, The Rugby World
Cup, Interact Digital Arts as well as scoring a number of short films. I have also
worked on recent collaborations with artists Ashokkumar Mistry as a software
developer (The nature of Misunderstanding - 2019) and Anoushka Goodwin as
a composer for her interactive web narrative (The Ghost in the Weed Garden -
2020)

As a producer I have worked alongside with organisations such as Inspirate -
An Indian Summer Festival, GRAFFWERK - Bring The Paint Festival- ,
Cycling’74 (US) Code Control Conference & Exhibition, Cycling’74(US) Catalyst
Artist Development initiative, Ableton (GER) Make Sound Conference and
Sound Art Exhibition. I have recently been volunteering during lockdown with
the Processing Foundation, a US charity that makes free digital tools for artists
to host a worldwide online community day.
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Your development

Your development

 Tell us about the developmental opportunity you want to undertake, what
you hope to get out of it, and how you will go about it.

Think about:

     - how you will seek out opportunities that will benefit your development
     - how ambitious your activity is. We can fund small, one-off opportunities (such as a research
trip), but we&rsquo;re more interested in supporting extended periods of development which give
you the time to really explore and work in new ways
     - How you will manage the activity successfully, and whether what you want to do is realistic
and well-planned
     - if you have plans in place to access the networks you want to work with

You can use up to 1500 characters to answer this

It is more critical than ever that practitioners in the arts have a multitude of
complementary skills to sustain their careers. My Development plan is split into
several strands (each with an attached milestone in the project plan) that will
support my growth as an artist and producer. The programme will help me to
make new work, and better share it with new audiences and networks.

Business Development
I believe the Let's Create strategy is well placed in it's call for the sector to
investigate new business models. I will spend time learning agile management
and lean startup skills from the online masterclass “The Bootstrappers
Workshop”

Marketing
Cultural experiences can make a deep and lasting difference for people and the
opportunity for artists to reach out and engage using tech will be huge. I will
develop my knowledge of the digital marketing ecosystem by completing the
online masterclass “the Marketing Seminar”

Digital Skills
I will undertake a residency at the Computer Arts Archive (CAA) studying
seminal computer artworks from the past 50 years. This will inform my own
creative development and deepen my knowledge and context as a producer.
The work will include mentorship from CAA Director Dr Sean Clark

Networking
I will document each stage of the development online including making
available the resources that I create. As the project draws to a close I will host
an online seminar. This will be a valuable opportunity to discuss my findings
with key figures in the sector as well as build on my network raising my profile
as a producer/curator
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 Why is this important for your practice at this point, and how will this
help create future opportunities?

 Think about:

     - what your main aims for the project are
     - why this is the right point to take some development time
     - what you want this development to lead to; and
     - what will be different about your practice as a result of this development

You can use up to 1500 characters to answer this

I have reached a point in my career where I am ready to facilitate a significant
creative step change for myself. I have worked alongside many arts
organisations and am adept at delivering high quality work across many
disciplines. As reflected in Let’s Create I believe that the sector requires a
shake up. New avenues to sustainability and new communities to bring together
will be imperative over the next decade and I believe that the digital “connected
arts” are in the optimal position to be at the vanguard of creativity in our
developing society.

The potential to spend time learning from a rich archive of computer art is an
ideal grounding to develop my skills and aesthetic. Since lockdown I have
focussed on re-establishing and growing new networks.  A key part of the
project I am proposing will be thorough documentation of each step, created in
a way that will be helpful for other artists/curators/producers. My work with the
Computer Arts Archive, The Tidal Club, R10, The Black Hole Club, Leicester
Digital Arts Network and recently volunteering with the Processing Foundation
(US) mean I am in an ideal position to reach out and share work with many
cross disciplinary networks.

I have created a programme that includes training, guidance, and will give me
the digital tools that I need to maximise on my experience and begin forging a
new career as a digital arts leader.
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Public engagement

Developing Your Creative Practice furthers Arts Council England’s
charitable purposes of improving the knowledge, practice, accessibility
and understanding of arts and culture by supporting the development of
independent creative practitioners to take them to the next stage in their
practice, which will benefit audiences in England in the longer term.

*If you were to receive a grant to develop your creative practice, how will
this be beneficial to the public (either now or in the future)?

Making work to present/show to the public X

Reaching new audiences through exploring
new ways of working

X

Developing networks to increase
opportunities to present work

X

Other (please specify)
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Outcomes

Our 10-year strategy, Let’s Create, has three
Outcomes. Tell us which of our Outcomes,

listed below, you think your project will
contribute to.

Outcomes:

A Creative and Cultural Country: England’s
cultural sector is innovative, collaborative and
international, Creative People: Everyone can
develop and express creativity throughout their
life
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Your work - attachments

We’d like to see an example of your work to give us a sense of your
practice.
 This could be a video, a sound clip, some images, or anything you think
demonstrates your work. You can either provide a web link or attach a
document.

We also need one supporting document, written by someone other than
you that supports the quality of your practice. This can be a review,
external views of your work or a letter of support from an organisation or
partner you have worked with.

See our Guidance for applicants for more detail on what we expect to see
here.

You can use the links below to upload your documents, or link. We need:

- one document to demonstrate your work (either as a web link or an
attachment) and;

- one supporting document (an attachment)

Your document can be up to 10MB, and we accept PDF, MS Word, MS
Excel, MS PowerPoint and JPEG files.

Web link:
Document Type Required? Document description Attachment type Date attached

Click to add
attachment...

No Weblink - unable ... Your work 04/11/2020

Click to add
attachment...

No Supporting Letter Supporting document 04/11/2020
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Attachment Details

Document description: Weblink - unable to load in Grantium

Attachment type: Your work

Attachment Details

Document description: Supporting Letter

Attachment type: Supporting document
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Finance

The Finance section will ask you to complete a budget for your activity.
Please read the expenditure section of the guidance carefully before you
begin.

Key things to remember about budgets:

    - We need to be able to see how you have worked your figures out, so
please break them down clearly.

    - Your budget should be for the total cost of the activity you are
applying to do.
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Amount requested

Please tell us the total amount you are
requesting from us, including any personal

access costs (£):

£9,517

How much of this request is for your personal
access costs (£):

£0

*If there are extra costs relating to your own access needs, or those of the people you are
working with, to help you deliver your project and manage your grant online, include them in this
figure. For example, payment for a sign language interpreter to help you manage your project.

Do you, or does your organisation object to
receiving National Lottery funding for

religious reasons?

No
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Expenditure

Please enter all the expenditure for your project on this page.

The table at the top of the page is a snapshot of the information you are
entering, and will calculate your total expenditure for you as you work.
This table is not editable.

The details about each item of expenditure that you add will be shown in
the list at the bottom of the page. You should make sure that you show
how your figures have been calculated in the 'Description' field. For
example, you should show the number of days and the daily rate for any
fees shown.

To add an expenditure line
To add each expenditure line, click the 'Add new item' icon on the left of the screen. To add
more than one line of expenditure, use the 'Save and Add another' button.

Spending (expenditure) summary
Expenditure heading % Project value Amount (£)

Artistic and creative costs 93.91% £8,937

Overheads 0.00% £0

Assets - materials, equipment and instruments 0.00% £0

Other 6.09% £580

Personal access costs 0.00% £0

Expenditure total (cash) £9,517

Total income (for information): £9,517
Expenditure Description Amount

Artistic and creative costs Strand 1a - Support from Sean Clark focussing on
computer drawing. ...

£1,000

Artistic and creative costs Strand 1a - My daily rate for workshop attendance
- 4 days @ £160 p...

£640

Artistic and creative costs Milestone 1a -  creating an interactive tutorial blog
detailing my ...

£800

Artistic and creative costs Strand 2 - Bootstrappers Workshop Online
MasterClass

£345

Artistic and creative costs MileStone 2 - Reflective Bog post reviewing the
workshop - 2 days @...

£320
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Artistic and creative costs Strand 1b - Support from Sean Clark focussing on
developing work wi...

£1,000

Artistic and creative costs Strand 1b - My daily rate for workshop attendance
- 4 days @ £160 p...

£640

Artistic and creative costs Milestone 1b -  creating an interactive tutorial blog
detailing my ...

£800

Other Strand 3 - The Marketing Seminar - Online Master
Class

£580

Artistic and creative costs MileStone 3 - Reflective Bog post reviewing the
workshop - 2 days @...

£320

Artistic and creative costs Strand 4 - Seminar Planning - 7 days @ £160 per
day

£1,120

Artistic and creative costs Zoom Pro License £152

Artistic and creative costs Strand 4 - 4 invited guests to discuss the themes of
this project -...

£800

Artistic and creative costs Strand 4 - Seminar advertising budget £500

Artistic and creative costs Upgrade to web hosting to allow new content £500
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Expenditure details

Expenditure heading: Artistic and creative costs

Description: Strand 1a - Support from Sean Clark focussing
on computer drawing. 4 days @ £250 per day

Amount (£): £1,000

Expenditure details

Expenditure heading: Artistic and creative costs

Description: Strand 1a - My daily rate for workshop
attendance - 4 days @ £160 per day

Amount (£): £640

Expenditure details

Expenditure heading: Artistic and creative costs

Description: Milestone 1a -  creating an interactive tutorial
blog detailing my work - 5 days @ £160 per day

Amount (£): £800

Expenditure details

Expenditure heading: Artistic and creative costs

Description: Strand 2 - Bootstrappers Workshop Online
MasterClass

Amount (£): £345

Expenditure details
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Expenditure heading: Artistic and creative costs

Description: MileStone 2 - Reflective Bog post reviewing the
workshop - 2 days @ £160 per day

Amount (£): £320

Expenditure details

Expenditure heading: Artistic and creative costs

Description: Strand 1b - Support from Sean Clark focussing
on developing work with microcontrollers. 4 days
@ £250 per day

Amount (£): £1,000

Expenditure details

Expenditure heading: Artistic and creative costs

Description: Strand 1b - My daily rate for workshop
attendance - 4 days @ £160 per day

Amount (£): £640

Expenditure details

Expenditure heading: Artistic and creative costs

Description: Milestone 1b -  creating an interactive tutorial
blog detailing my work - 5 days @ £160 per day

Amount (£): £800

Expenditure details

Expenditure heading: Other
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Description: Strand 3 - The Marketing Seminar - Online
Master Class

Amount (£): £580

Expenditure details

Expenditure heading: Artistic and creative costs

Description: MileStone 3 - Reflective Bog post reviewing the
workshop - 2 days @ £160 per day

Amount (£): £320

Expenditure details

Expenditure heading: Artistic and creative costs

Description: Strand 4 - Seminar Planning - 7 days @ £160 per
day

Amount (£): £1,120

Expenditure details

Expenditure heading: Artistic and creative costs

Description: Zoom Pro License

Amount (£): £152

Expenditure details

Expenditure heading: Artistic and creative costs

Description: Strand 4 - 4 invited guests to discuss the themes
of this project - 4 @ 200

Amount (£): £800
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Expenditure details

Expenditure heading: Artistic and creative costs

Description: Strand 4 - Seminar advertising budget

Amount (£): £500

Expenditure details

Expenditure heading: Artistic and creative costs

Description: Upgrade to web hosting to allow new content

Amount (£): £500
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Activity Plan

Use the tool below to outline how you will plan your development period,
including key milestones.

To create the table click the ‘Add new item’ icon on the left of the screen to
add an activity or key milestone. To add more, use the ‘Save and add
another’ button.

Start date End date Activity or task details

18/01/2021 29/01/2021 Strand 1a - 4 Days tutorial support from Sean Clark focussing on computer drawing.

29/01/2021 05/02/2021 Milestone 1a - 5 Days spent creating an interactive tutorial blog detailing my work.

08/02/2021 29/03/2021 Strand 2 - Bootstrappers Workshop online masterclass

01/04/2021 02/04/2021 Milestone 2 - Reflective blog post sharing startup ideas for artists & producers

12/04/2021 16/04/2021 Strand 1b - 4 Days tutorial support from Sean Clark focussing on micro controllers

19/04/2021 23/04/2021 Milestone 1b - 5 Days spent creating an interactive tutorial blog detailing my work

19/04/2021 07/06/2021 Strand 3 The Marketing Seminar Online Masterclass

08/06/2021 10/06/2021 Milestone 3 - Reflective Blog post sharing marketing skills for artists & producers

05/07/2021 12/07/2021 Strand 4 - Final Seminar Planning

12/07/2021 31/07/2021 Strand 4 - Marketing Final Seminar

31/07/2021 31/07/2021 Milestone 4 - Hosting Final Seminar
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Project plan details

Start date: 18/01/2021

End date: 29/01/2021

Activity or task details: Strand 1a - 4 Days tutorial support from Sean
Clark focussing on computer drawing.

Project plan details

Start date: 29/01/2021

End date: 05/02/2021

Activity or task details: Milestone 1a - 5 Days spent creating an
interactive tutorial blog detailing my work.

Project plan details

Start date: 08/02/2021

End date: 29/03/2021

Activity or task details: Strand 2 - Bootstrappers Workshop online
masterclass

Project plan details

Start date: 01/04/2021

End date: 02/04/2021

Activity or task details: Milestone 2 - Reflective blog post sharing startup
ideas for artists & producers

Project plan details

Applicant: Sean Carroll 59838294
Project: Sean Carroll DYCP DYCP-00340723-R8

Application submission Page 19 05/01/2021



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Start date: 12/04/2021

End date: 16/04/2021

Activity or task details: Strand 1b - 4 Days tutorial support from Sean
Clark focussing on micro controllers

Project plan details

Start date: 19/04/2021

End date: 23/04/2021

Activity or task details: Milestone 1b - 5 Days spent creating an
interactive tutorial blog detailing my work

Project plan details

Start date: 19/04/2021

End date: 07/06/2021

Activity or task details: Strand 3 The Marketing Seminar Online
Masterclass

Project plan details

Start date: 08/06/2021

End date: 10/06/2021

Activity or task details: Milestone 3 - Reflective Blog post sharing
marketing skills for artists & producers

Project plan details

Start date: 05/07/2021

End date: 12/07/2021
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Activity or task details: Strand 4 - Final Seminar Planning

Project plan details

Start date: 12/07/2021

End date: 31/07/2021

Activity or task details: Strand 4 - Marketing Final Seminar

Project plan details

Start date: 31/07/2021

End date: 31/07/2021

Activity or task details: Milestone 4 - Hosting Final Seminar
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Helping us to evaluate the programme

This information will not be used in deciding whether to offer you a grant.
No-one involved in processing or making a decision on your application
will see your answers to the following questions.

We want to be able to understand the impact of Developing your Creative
Practice as a programme. We hope this programme will support
individuals to make a step-change in their practice, and when we evaluate
the programme in the future we will use this data in an anonymised way –
alongside other data – to help us understand some of the ways our grants
may have had an effect.

What would you estimate your total income to
be in the past 12 months (before tax or any

deductions)?

£10,000 to £14,999

What percentage of your income in the past
12 months would you estimate came from

your practice? (eg commissions, paid work,
grants)

between 25% and 49%
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Helping us to evaluate the programme continued

This information will not be used in deciding whether to offer you a grant.
No-one involved in processing or making a decision on your application
will see your answers to the following questions.

We want to be able to understand the impact of Developing your Creative
Practice as a programme. When we evaluate the programme in the future
we will use this data in an anonymised way – alongside other data – to
help us understand some of the ways our grants may have had an effect.

What was the occupation of the highest
income earner in your household when you

were 14?

unemployed

Which of the below categories do you feel
this best fits in to?

Long Term Unemployed

Please see our website for socio-economic occupation definitions.
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Hello,  
 
I have attached this pdf as I was unable to add a weblink to the portal as Grantium said the URL 
was not valid. I have logged this with the enquiries team but understand that you are working 
with a reduced team at the moment so hope this is acceptable.  
 
All the best  
 
Personal Website with videos of projects I have lead on.  
https://www.seancarroll.online/ 
 
 

https://www.seancarroll.online/


Interact Digital Arts 
31 Rutland Street 
Leicester 
LE1 1RE 
 
3rd November 2020 

 
 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN  
 
I am writing to provide a reference for Sean Carroll with respect to his application for the                 
Developing Your Creative Practice Programme. I have known Sean since 2013 when he             
became an associate artist/producer with Phoenix Arts in Leicester.  
 
Since then he has gone on to support the local arts scene with many high profile artworks                 
and events. Sean has contributed work to several exhibitions I have curated including a              
pop-up exhibition at the recent Light up Leicester Festival.  
 
I have worked with Sean both as a collaborator on projects that allow the local artists to                 
engage with signage technology around the city in the ACE funded One Giant Leap project               
in Leicester and as an artist, he commissioned me to create a giant interactive drawing               
game for Leicester Diwali. 
 
Sean has a keen interest in innovating and finding new ways to support the local arts sector                 
and plays an active part in the online group Leicester Digital Artists group managed by               
Interact Digital Arts.  
 
 

 
 
 
Dr Sean Cark 
Director, Interact Digital Arts Ltd. 
seanc@interactdigitalarts.uk 
 
 


