






colony and now a critical Chinese territory. By using objects and audio-visual material as part of my 
methodology, as opposed to only government records, I aim to centre a different narrative of these 
events. The current discourse of design and design history in Hong Kong is emerging through the 
growing local design scene and the activities of several museums and institutions but is nevertheless 
on the margins of academic scholarship. Through this project I aim to address some of these gaps in 
the scholarship and bring the everyday experiences in Hong Kong history to the fore. 

Explain and justify the activity which you will undertake during the funded period (max. 500 
words) 

I intend to spend two months in Hong Kong from April to June 2019. I will be going during this time as it 
will coincide with the HKU/Hong Kong History Project (Bristol) conference, one of the few Hong Kong 
Studies conferences annually, and so as to visit Hong Kong before the summer when many scholars 
will be away. My activities in Hong Kong will mostly be conducting archival and ethnographic research. 
As much of the Hong Kong colonial government papers are available in the UK, I will be concentrating 
on collecting other kinds of material. I will primarily be looking for material and audio-visual records 
including photographs, oral histories, and films. I intend to use several archives including: 

• HKU Special Collections  

• Public Records Office  

• Information Services Department 

• Hong Kong Heritage Project  

I will also be visiting museum collections with resources related to the research. Materials include 
photographs, oral history records, exhibition records, and potentially objects, held in their collections. 
Museums include: 

• the Centre for Heritage Arts and Textiles at Mill6 

• Hong Kong History Museum 

• Hong Kong Heritage Museum 

• M+ Museum 

In addition, being based in Hong Kong will allow me to visit some of the remaining public housing 
estates (such as Wo Lok Estate, Fuk Loi Estate, and Lek Yuen Estate) identified in my research. While 
many of the establishments will have changed, it will allow me to contextualise the primary material I 
will collect. 

During my fieldwork, I will be fully affiliated as a visiting PhD student with the Hong Kong Institute of 
Humanities and Social Sciences (HKIHSS) at University of Hong Kong (HKU). I will thus be making use 
of HKU facilities (including libraries) and attending academic events (eg. seminars, workshops) held at 
HKU. I will additionally be meeting colleagues from M+ Museum and CHAT to discuss my research, in 
order to strengthen my network in Hong Kong and establish future collaboration or opportunities. 

I intend also to attend and present some of my work at the HKU/Hong Kong History Project conference 
entitled ‘All Roads Lead to Hong Kong’ in June 2019. Attendance at this event will allow me to network 
further with international colleagues, particularly those who are not based in Europe. 

If you do not have fluent reading and speaking ability in the relevant languages/dialects explain 
how you will conduct your research. 

Although I do not have native level reading and speaking in Chinese, I have a high level of 
understanding of Cantonese and can conduct regular, everyday tasks using the language. I have also 
conducted ethnographic fieldwork in Hong Kong before for six weeks during my MA degree. 
Additionally, I have been taking weekly private lesson since December to develop my Cantonese 
reading, writing and speaking skills. As I will mostly be conducting archival research in colonial 
government archives, I will mostly be using material written in English. However, if necessary, I will be 
able to access help with translation of papers or oral histories. 

  





PhD stipend funding period 1st April 2018 – 31st March 2021: £14,533 per annum 

Fieldwork allowance over 3 years: £1800 

Conference travel allowance: £600 per conference 
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Reason for seeking this extra financial assistance:  

Although I have access to fieldwork allowance, I will need to use half of it to continue my archival 
research in London. Basic accommodation, subsistence, travel to/from and in London for two weeks 
would cost around £800 – 900: 

Accommodation: AirBnB, room in shared apartment in East London, £506 

Subsistence: £20 a day, £280 

Travel: return train Leeds to London, two weeks travel on London Underground, 36+30= £66 

London Total: £852 

The cost of living in both London and Hong Kong are exceptionally high. My current allowance alone 
would not be able to cover both a research trip to Hong Kong and two weeks in London. It is for this 
reason that I would like to apply for £1200 to cover one month of accommodation/subsistence in 
Hong Kong (£40 per day). 

I have previously applied for funding from the Design Trust/M+ Fellowship but was unfortunately 
unsuccessful. Although I have an affiliation with the HKIHSS, their annual fellowship for overseas 
graduate students (the Sin Kai Wai fellowship) which also provided some funding recently expired. I 
have also explored fieldwork funding options from other HEIs in Hong Kong but have not come 
across any programmes for which I am eligible. The UCCL is one of the few funding bodies available 
to me that is directly relevant to my area of study. 

Amount required from this particular application: 

 £1200 

Please give details of other sources of funding to which you are applying (including when you 
are likely to know whether or not you have been successful): 

I will be applying for funding from the University of Nottingham Asia Research Institute, which offers 
£500 for conference travel. However no application has been lodged yet. 

  

 

  
 

 

  






