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Description: 
 
Harlow Art Trust offers every year a one-year residency in Harlow, Essex, to a recent 
graduate. Now in its third year, the current sculpture town artist in residence is Camille Yvert 
who graduated from the Royal College of Art in 2018. The residency, which provides the artist 
with a studio in the heart of Harlow, ends with a solo show of the works produced by the artist 
at the Gibberd Gallery in Harlow. Yvert’s exhibition runs from 16th November 2019 to 11th of 
January 2020. 
For its third edition, the Gibberd Gallery is teaming up with Filet: an artist-run space and 
gallery in Old Street (London) to offer the current artist in residence the opportunity to 
extend their residence in producing a solo show in London. The artworks presented for the 
upcoming solo show will be a mix of Yvert's works currently exhibited at the Gibberd Gallery 
and new works produced for the occasion. An accompanying publication featuring a 
psychogeographical essay written by the artist (available in French and English) will deliver 
the key ideas and research themes behind the show. 
This exhibition would be a great opportunity for Yvert to develop her practice and increase 
her visibility, a crucial concern for an emerging artist. It would also be an important event to 
promote the residency in Harlow and to celebrate the exchange between France and the 
United Kingdom in the field of art. 
Yvert is an ambitious, serious and deserving artist. Her artworks are supported by strong 
research, excellent writing and a wide range of technical skills. which deserve to have the 
production support for her ambition. A contribution from Fluxus Art Project to the production 
of new works required for the exhibition as well as the transport of the works would be an 
invaluable help for Camille to achieve her ideas and for her to be able to build the show as 
she originally planned it. 
 
About the artist 

Camille Yvert (b.1988, Paris, France) is the current sculpture town artist in residency in Harlow, 
Essex. She lives and works between Harlow and London. Her practice involves the use of 
sculpture and publishing to explore the alienation and transformation of the body in a 
pervasively transient architecture. In 2018, she received an MFA in sculpture from the Royal 
College of Art. She has held exhibitions at One Room Gallery, London; Seventeen Gallery, 
London; Weserhalle, Berlin; Desfour Palace, Prague and Bredgade Kunsthandel, Copenhagen. 
She has been selected for Bloomberg New Contemporaries 2019, to travel from Leeds Art 
Gallery, Leeds to South London Gallery, London.  



About the exhibition  

How I Naturally Improved is a solo presentation of new and developing work by Camille Yvert, 
our current Sculpture Town Artist In Residence (STAIR). Taking its starting point from the 
relationship existing between bronzage culture and bronze sculpture, Yvert examines through 
the use of sculpture and publishing, the behaviours sitting behind the wellbeing industry and 
how it relates to the quest for body optimisation and the motorcycle industry. Traditional 
sculpture materials (Jesmonite, wood…) are being used alongside ephemeral materials like 
tanning lotion, body scrub, vitamin C or face mist to create dynamic and evolving artworks 
answering Camille Yvert’s researches. This material interrogation is combined with the use of 
slogans which ironically comment on the food supplement targeting strategy. The slogans 
work to imbue the objects with language, pushing them towards the imagined perfection that 
they could somehow speak for themselves.  

An accompanying publication comes along the exhibition featuring a psychogeographical 
essay written by the artist and available in French and English. The story takes place by bronze 
sculptures in different locations of Harlow Town and brings the reader to Yvert’s ideas and 
researches for the show.  

The exhibition taking place at Filet will be a mix of the artworks currently being exhibited at the 
Gibberd Gallery and new works developed by the artist. For the exhibition at Filet, Camille will 
produce a new moving image work and have the opportunity to work with a video editor based 
in London for this project. The video will be projected onto a bespoke leather screen and seats 
fabricated by Camille. Since she has become very familiar with casting and metalwork, we 
believe this would be a great opportunity to bring her practice further and to develop new skills. 
Eventually, Camille will also create a hanging light lustre inspired by self-tanning machine using 
neon tubes and metal which will be fabricated by her in the Blackhorse road sculpture 
workshop. 
 
About the residency  

The STAIR is provided with a studio in the centre of town and bursaries for travel and 
workshops production. There is no brief or direction imposed on the artist as to what may be 
produced during their residency, so long as they challenge themselves through the 
environment of Harlow and a ‘thing/s’ are made for a solo exhibition at the Gibberd Gallery. 
During the residency the STAIR takes the lead in primary, secondary and tertiary level 
education workshops supported by Harlow College and the Public Monuments & Sculpture 
Association. After their exhibition, a piece of artwork is selected for donation to Harlow Art 
Trust’s collection.  

Founded in 1953, Harlow Art Trust (HAT), is the custodian of a nationally significant collection 



of over 100 public sculptures, which includes work by Henry Moore, Barbara Hepworth and 
Elisabeth Frink. Since 2016, HAT has partnered with the Royal College of Art, Pearsons 
Education, the Public Monuments & Sculpture Association Harlow College, and ACAVA studios 
to run an annual sculpture residency for a graduating RCA MA Sculpture student. Recipients to 
date have been Finn Thomson (2016/17), Paloma Proudfoot (2017/18) and Camille Yvert 
(2018/19). 


